LESSON 08 May 16 — 22, 2021
BABYLON

Note: Revelation 18 points to the time when, as a result of
rejecting the threefold warning of Rev. 14:6-12, the
church will have fully reached the condition foretold by
the second angel, and the people of God, still in Babylon,
will be called upon to separate from her communion.
This message is the last that will ever be given to the
world; and it will accomplish its work. When those that
‘believed not the truth, but had pleasure in un-
righteousness,’ shall be left to receive strong delusion,
and to believe a lie, then the light of truth will shine upon
all whose hearts are open to receive it, and all the
children of the Lord that remain in Babylon will heed the
call, ‘Come out of her, My people." — Great Controversy.

QUESTIONS

1. Who appeared to John to talk with him? Rev: 17:1, 2.
2. What did the angel show him? Verses 3, 4.

3. What was the name of this woman? Verse 5. Note 1.
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4. Through rejecting the judgment message, what did
Babylon experience? Rev. 14:8.

5. What is the inevitable result of rejecting light?
John 12:35.

6. How dark does the apostasy become? Rev. 18:2-5, 24,
7. Is there a remnant left? Rev. 18:4.

8. What are they bidden to do by the voice from heaven?
Verse 4. Why are they exhorted to leave this apostate

body? Note 2.

9. Upon what will those who come out of Babylon be
united? Rev. 14:12; 12:17.

10. How will Babylon be rewarded? Rev. 18:6,8. See
also Isa. 47:1-15.

11. Is Babylon conscious of her danger? Rev. 18:7.

12. What striking illustration is given of her overthrow?
Rev. 18:21. Will her destruction be final?

13. What does the merchandise of this figurative city
include? Rev. 18:12-14.
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14. How will her destruction affect the kings of the earth?
Verses 9-11.

15. What are those who have dealt in her merchandise
represented as doing? Verses 15, 16.

16. Is ocean commerce affected? Verses 17-19. Note 3.

17. In contrast with the lamentations of the wicked, what
emotions of joy do the righteous express? Verse 20.

NOTES

1. The illicit connection between the church and worldly
power is here clearly illustrated by the woman, a symbol
of the church, seated upon a beast, a symbol of earthly
government. The Church of Rome, with its gigantic
organization, stands as chief representative of this
iniquitous system, and is here called Babylon.

2. Some of the true people of the Lord are scattered
throughout Babylon. In all the churches there are those
who sigh and cry because of the abominations which are
cherished in their midst. On these the Lord has His eye;
they are dear to Him. And as the storm of indignation
against sin gathers and is about to break, a voice from
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heaven, a mighty message, calls them to "come out of
her."

"Servants of God, endowed with power from on high,
with their faces lighted up, and shining with holy
consecration, went forth to proclaim the message from
heaven. Souls that were scattered all through the religious

bodies answered to the call, and the precious were
hurried out of the doomed churches, as Lot was hurried

out of Sodom before the destruction." — Early Writings,
page 139.

3. With the plagues of wrath falling upon them, their
earthly traffic gone, and unable to deliver themselves
with their silver and gold, one universal cry of
lamentation and woe is heard. In despair they will cast
their treasures to the moles and bats (Isa. 2:17-21), and
seek to hide themselves with these creatures of darkness
in the dens of the earth. How true are the words of the
prophet! Isa. 3:10, 11.
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